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SALINISATION OF THE BLACKWOOD RIVER

IMPACTS ON THE FISH FAUNA
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Table 1 The total
seine and scoop netting in the Blackwoood River catchment,

Species Number Percentage
Freshwater endemic
Galaxias occidentalis 1542 121
Galaxiella munda 14 o1
Edelia vittata 997 78
Bostockia porosa 200 16
Leptatherina wallacei 3047 239
Pseudogobius olorum 23 17
Mugil cephalis 6 <01
Introduced
Oncorbynchus mykise 44 03
Salmo trutta 1 <01
Perca fluviatilis 3 <01
Carassius auratus 2 <01
Gambusia holbrooki 6689 524
TOTAL 12759 100

The total by gill neting in the
‘main channel of the Blackwood River.

12759 fish were captured in 151 sites in the Blackwood River
systemusing seine nets, electrofishers and scoop. nets. The
introduced - Gambusia- holbrooki -was by _far- the most
abundant, representing over 52% of the total number of fish
caught.  Other introduced species;-@ncorhynchus_mykiss,
Salmo trutta, Perca-fluviatilis and Carassius auratus were
much less abundant, contributing to less than 1%

The estuarine Leptatherina wallacei was the -next most
abundant (24% of all fish eaught).

The freshwater endemics represented ~22% of all fish
captured with Galaxias occidentalis_and Edelia vittata,
prising ~ 12:and 8%, respeetively, while Bostockia porosa

il munda were much less common; contributing

nd 0.1% of all fish captured, respectively.

triata, Lepidogalaxias. salamandroides and

istoni were very rare; each being found only

i e Scatt i Rpg catchment.

Ofthe 1‘4 fish captured using gill nets, 98% were the.
‘frSshilater catfish Tandands bostocki, hile-only one brow
"atralit Salgio trutta, one goldfish C. auratus and one sea r{m
jere captured.
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Distribution of salt tolerant species in
the Blackwood River
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